Explanatory Document: Nature’s Rights Bill

1. Overview
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The Nature’s Rights Bill recognises Nature as a legal subject, establishing an
Integrated Rights Framework (see above diagram) that embeds human and
economic rights within the rights of Nature and the UN SDGs within planetary
boundaries.

The overarching purpose of the Bill is to provide the legal foundation for a
regenerative society where all life thrives. The Bill addresses ecological
degradation by creating enforceable rights and duties for the protection of
Nature and promotes the regeneration of ecosystems through legal mechanismes,
incentives, and procedural rights. It introduces comprehensive governance
structures, including the Nature Guardianship Council, Bioregional Councils,
and the Nature’s Rights Tribunal to oversee enforcement and restorative justice.

2. Purpose of the Bill

1. The primary purpose of this Bill is to change the legal status of
Nature from an object of the law (ie. solely property /resources) to a
legal subject with inherent rights that form the foundation of all



human and economic rights - because without Nature human
society and economy cannot exist.

2. The Bill seeks to introduce the following legal innovations:

o Establish an Integrated Rights Framework that embeds
human and economic rights within the rights of Nature and
the UN SDGs within the context of the planetary boundaries.

o Establish a legal Duty of Care towards Nature on all private
organisations and public institutions.

o Create a governance structure that supports the
implementation, monitoring, and enforcement of the Bill's
provisions, including the establishment of Bioregional
Councils and the Nature Guardianship Council.

o Introduce mechanisms for conflict resolution and restorative
justice through non-adversarial processes and the Nature’s
Rights Tribunal as a last resort.

o Align UK law with achieving the UN SDGs within Planetary
Boundaries

Key Provisions of the Bill
3.1 Legal Subjecthood for Nature

The Bill recognises Nature as a legal person, with rights to exist,
thrive, regenerate, and maintain ecological integrity. These rights will
be protected through the Nature Guardianship Council and
Nature’s Rights Tribunal, ensuring that Nature's rights are enforced
and that harm is remedied through restorative justice.

3.2 Duty of Care

The Bill imposes a legal duty of care on all UK entities—public
bodies, businesses, and individuals—to protect and preserve Nature's
rights both within the UK and internationally. This duty extends to
ensuring sustainable and regenerative practices across all sectors.

3.3 Integrated Rights Framework

The Bill establishes an Integrated Rights Framework that positions
the rights of Nature as foundational to human rights and economic
rights, setting out the natural relationship between these categories
of rights. This framework ensures that these rights are mutually
reinforcing and incorporates international standards, including the
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and planetary
boundaries as minimum operational thresholds - ensuring that the



SDGs are achieved within planetary boundaries and in a way that
respects the different layers of rights.

3.4 Dispute Resolution

The Nature Guardianship Council is tasked with resolving disputes
through non-adversarial means wherever possible. When conflicts
cannot be resolved, cases may be referred to the Nature’s Rights
Tribunal. The Tribunal is empowered to issue restoration orders and
ensure that violations of Nature's rights are remedied in a way that
prioritises restorative justice.

3.5 Phased Implementation and Monitoring

The Bill provides for a phased implementation approach, starting
with sustainability standards and culminating in full ecological
regeneration. The Nature Guardianship Council, in collaboration with
the Secretary of State, will review progress and adapt timelines and
targets as necessary to ensure compliance with the objectives of the
Bill. Regular reporting and independent verification will be
required from all relevant entities.

3.6 Incentives for Compliance

The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Nature Guardianship
Council, will establish a scheme of incentives—including tax reliefs,
grants, and subsidies—to encourage businesses and public bodies
to adopt sustainable and regenerative practices that align with the
Rights and Duties set out in the BiIll.

3.7 Rights Impact Assessments (RIA)

The Bill mandates Rights Impact Assessments (RIA) for all activities
that may affect Nature for organisations over a certain size and/or
impact. These assessments will evaluate potential impacts on the
Rights of Nature and ensure that human and economic rights are
respected within the Integrated Rights Framework.

Governance Structure

4.1 Nature Guardianship Council

The Nature Guardianship Council is established as the principal
body responsible for the operational enforcement of this Act. It will
develop guidelines, oversee the implementation of the Rights and
Duties, and ensure that disputes are resolved either through



non-adversarial means or referred to the Nature's Rights Tribunal
when necessary.

4.2 Bioregional Councils

Bioregional Councils will be established to ensure that the Rights
and Duties are implemented at a local level, taking into account the
unique ecological, cultural, and economic contexts of each
bioregion. The Councils will work closely with the Nature
Guardianship Council to ensure consistency across the UK.

4.3 Nature’s Rights Tribunal

The Nature’s Rights Tribunal is an independent judicial body
established to adjudicate disputes arising under the Bill, in the event
that non-adversarial dispute resolution has failed. It has the authority
to issue restoration orders, grant injunctions to prevent harm to
Nature, and impose sanctions for breaches of the Rights and
Duties. The Tribunal will focus on restorative justice and ensuring
that ecological harm is addressed in a way that benefits both Nature
and affected communities.

5. Compliance and Enforcement

The Bill sets out clear mechanisms for monitoring, reporting, and
enforcement. UK entities will be required to submit annual reports
detailing their compliance with the Bill's provisions, both
domestically and internationally. The Nature Guardianship Council
will be responsible for overseeing enforcement, and in cases of
non-compliance, may refer matters to the Nature's Rights Tribunal
for formal adjudication.

International Alignment

The Bill aligns the UK's environmental policies with international
obligations, including the Earth Charter, Paris Agreement and the
Convention on Biological Diversity. It ensures that public bodies,
businesses, and individuals act in accordance with the spirit of these
agreements and their principles.




Conclusion

The Nature’s Rights Bill introduces a groundbreaking legal framework
that recognises the inherent rights of Nature as foundational, integrates
human and economic rights, and sets out clear mechanisms for
enforcement and dispute resolution. By creating a governance structure
that includes the Nature Guardianship Council, Bioregional Councils, and
the Nature’s Rights Tribunal, the Bill ensures that Nature's rights are
protected, respected, and upheld across all sectors of society.
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